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Hundreds and Millions
It never fails. Feeling no pain. Tonight,
the city is naked, clothes shed in the street.
In this heat, sweat salty as tears, as blood.
Just as bitter. A lesson in anonymity.
I'm no good with names, always forget a face.
Check my own face in the mirror. In a window.
Check my face with the hat-check girl. Every
hair in place, even the ones on the comb.
Part of the crowd; shrugging, nodding, laughing
in unison. The joke is always the same, but
the punchline changes. How many homosexuals
does it take to screw in a lightbulb?
Gregg Shapiro 19
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